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Career Awareness for High-Demand 

Skilled Trades and Training in Michigan  

 



WDA Clusters 
 Manufacturing 

Information Technology Health Care 

Energy Agriculture 
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MI Labor Supply vs. Labor Demand 
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The Growing Talent Gap 
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• Aging workforce of highly-skilled experienced 

workers 

• Attracting from new & more diverse talent pools 

• Keeping pace with technological advances 

• Closing gaps in workers’ skills & credentials 

 



What is a Skilled Trades Occupation? 
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• Typically do not require advanced degrees, but 

typically do require moderate‐term or long‐term 

on‐the‐job training or apprenticeships 

 

• Found throughout the economy, even in 

unsuspecting industries like Health Care, 

Information Technology, & Government 

 

• Can make up as much as 40 percent of 

employment in some industry subsectors 

 



Skilled Trades in 

High Demand 
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• Skilled Trades workers 

are in high demand, 

evidenced by online 

advertised job 

vacancies 

 

• Skilled Trades 

employment is 

expected to expand 



Skilled Trades 

in  

High Demand 
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Apprenticeship Programs & Completers 
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Skilled Trades Training Fund (STTF) 
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• $10 million in Governor Snyder’s FY 14 & FY 15 

budgets 

 

• Competitive awards to  Michigan Works! Agencies 

for employer-driven training in high-demand 

occupations 

 

• Employers commit to hire or retaining participants at 

the successful completion training 

 

 



Community College Skilled Trades 

Equipment Program (CCSTEP) 
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• $50 million in Governor Snyder’s FY 15 budget 

 

• Competitive awards to  Michigan Community 

Colleges 

 

• Purchase of equipment for community college 

educational programs in high-wage, high- and 

middle-skill, and high-demand occupations 

 

 

 



Skilled Trades Training Programs 
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• Work-based Learning 

• On-the-Job Training 

• Apprenticeships 

 

• Postsecondary 

• Certificates 

• Associate’s Degrees 

 

 

Depends on industry/occupation focus: 



Skilled Trades Training Programs 
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• Apprenticeship Opportunities 
www.mitalent.org  
www.doleta/OA/ 
 

 
• Training Opportunities 

Michigan Works! Agencies 
Michigan Community Colleges 

 

 

 



• Developed with global technology leaders                        

to combine theory, practice, and work  

 

• 3-year training program with all tuition costs paid for by 

the employer  

 

• On-the-job training with pay, an advanced Associate’s 

degree & guaranteed job  

 

• Graduates commit to 2 years on the job 

Michigan Advanced Technician Training 

Program (MAT2) 

 


